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National OCM Inventory

What has transpired since the 2007 Inventory Workshop?

• Ocean and Coastal Mapping Integration Act of 2009
• Interagency Ocean Policy Task Force – National Ocean Policy
• Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning
• Federal budget realities – serious resource constraints
• The need for a National OCM Inventory is more critical in 2011



U.S. Ocean Action Plan (December 2004)

Coordinate Federal and Federally-funded ocean and coastal mapping 
activities through JSOST

• Develop an annual inventory of Federal, Federally-funded and
non-Federal ocean and coastal mapping and charting programs,
Operations, and prioritized needs

• Develop shared and standardized mechanisms for processing, archiving
and distributing geospatial data, tools, products and services
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Ocean and Coastal Mapping Integration Act (March 2009) 

Develop an inventory of ocean and coastal mapping data within
the territorial sea and the exclusive economic zone and throughout
the Continental Shelf of the United States, noting the age and source 
of the survey and the spatial resolution (metadata) of the data .
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IWG-OCM Inventory Workshop (Sept 2007) - Objectives

Review existing agency and interagency data management tools. 

Establish requirements for a comprehensive data inventory.

Develop a design for the proposed inventory, including alternative 
strategies for development and implementation. 

Identify agency resources available for development and implementation.

Recommend an implementation program, including timelines and 
priorities, with the objective of rapidly implementing the inventory 
framework consistent with future expansion and enhancement. 
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IWG-OCM Inventory Workshop (Sept 2007) – Why an Inventory?

No readily accessible registry of inventory of ocean and coastal mapping
data and metadata

Need to avoid duplication of data acquisition efforts (resource issue)

Need an interagency approach

Need a single portal to leverage agency resources and capacities

Need a tool for planning purposes
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IWG-OCM Inventory Workshop (Sept 2007) – Key User Requirements

Authoritative data (but not required)

FGDC-compliant metadata and quality control standards

Easy access and Web-based

Search capability: key word and geographic/spatial

Where are data being collected and by whom (tool for partnerships)

Evaluation or review by users

Initially focus on framework/priority data sets
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IWG-OCM Inventory Workshop (Sept 2007) – Conclusions

OCM Inventory should be built using Geospatial One-Stop

Establish an OCM Inventory Project Management Team to implement 
the project

Establish required technical teams

Develop a plan of action and milestones

Sell the OCM Inventory to the Federal agencies – get agencies involved!
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National Ocean Policy/National Priority Objectives

Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes Observations, Mapping and 
Infrastructure: Strengthen and integrate Federal and Non-Federal 
Ocean observing systems, sensors, data collections platforms, data 
management, and mapping capabilities into a national system and 
integrate that system into international observation [and
mapping] efforts.

This Priority Objective supports other priority objectives: 
• Ecosystem-based Management
• Coastal and Marine Spatial Planning
• Regional Ecosystem Protection and Restoration
• Resiliency and Adaptation to Climate Change
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2010 IWG-OCM Report to Congress

“Federal OCM agencies are developing an integrated and publically –
accessible national inventory built on the continually updated web 
services of the primary federal data repositories.

The combined inventory will integrate the individual web services 
developed at and maintained by the data repositories, utilizing
common terminology.

The national inventory service will show the geographic coverage for 
data in the repositories and provide metadata …….to obtain further 
information and download the data.
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2010 IWG-OCM Report to Congress

The integrated service will dynamically reflect changes in the 
repositories as they occur.

It will be standards-based to be sustainable and adapt to changes in
technology.”
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IWG-OCM Inventory Workshop (Sept 2011)

Measures of workshop success:

Understand various OCM data discovery  and delivery activities

Understand lessons learned from the IWG-OCM efforts to develop National 
OCM Inventory

Identify the gaps needed to be addressed and partnerships with data
discovery and delivery activities needed to address these gaps

Define a framework and identify the resources for moving 
forward                         Inventory Technical Workshop
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Map once, use many times



Spare Slides
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IWG-OCM Inventory Workshop (Sept 2011) - Objectives

Review requirements to develop a National OCM Inventory.

Review the goals, objectives and efforts that sprang from the Sept 2007
workshop, progress to date and lessons learned.

Review the holdings, capabilities and roles of the primary OCM repositories.

Review existing or developing OCM data discovery and delivery activities and 
identify gaps, areas of overlap and opportunities to leverage.

Reevaluate the requirements for a National OCM Inventory and identify next
Steps for developing an integrated and publically-accessible Inventory. 
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