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Outline

 Open Government Objectives
 GOS Lessons Learned
 Integrating with Data.gov
 Planning for geospatial improvements to 

data.gov
 Catalog
 Data Management
 Platform
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Administration’s Open Government 
Objectives

A government that is:
Transparent

Promotes accountability
Provides information for citizens on what their 
government is doing

Participatory
Agencies encouraged to provide citizens opportunities to 
participate in policy making
Agencies encouraged to solicit ideas from citizens about 
how to improve those opportunities 

Collaborative
Use innovative tools to enable collaboration across and at 
all levels of government



Open Government Design Principles

 Share As Much Data As Possible
 Access to ‘High Value’ Source Data
 Access to Current Data
 Make Data Widely Accessible
 Ensure Data is Machine Readable
 Use Open Formats

How has the Geospatial Community 
worked at this goal?



Evolving Spatial Data Infrastructures

 Application 
focus
 IT standards
 Interoperable

GIS Portals

Clearinghouses

 System-
oriented
 Data focus
 Geo-

standards
 Top down

File Transfer
 Ad hoc
 Data focus
 FTP transfer
 Bottom up

Services Architecture

 Service 
Oriented
 Focus on 

Content
 Integration in 

Business 
Process



Geospatial One-Stop (GOS)
 Provide online discovery and 

access to geospatial resources 
(data, applications, web sites) 
across all levels of government

 Develop standards and models to 
support the exchange of data and 
facilitate web services

 Promote partnerships among 
Federal, state, and local agencies

 Reduce redundant investments 
and facilitate cost sharing

Make it easier, faster and less expensive 
to find and use geospatial data



Challenges for the roles of metadata

From understanding the data to 
enabling consumption 

 Information about the data set 
(source, accuracy, intended use etc.)

Enable search and discovery

Support an inventory view 

Enable access and consumption



Obstacles encountered

 Agency commitment in a voluntary NSDI

 Priorities varied among partners

 Auto Classification of Data

 Open specifications – specific enough?

 Movement of data



Lessons Learned
 Quality of Metadata Important 

 Easy tools needed to encourage 
participation

 Web Map Services must be 
available for long periods of 
time

 Maturity of Standards vs. 
Operational Demands

 Text + Geospatial Search tricky



Lessons Learned

 It’s not about the 

website

 Groups should be self-

forming
 Facilitate access to 

National Federal 
Sources



Other Good Concepts and Functions 
Implemented in GOS that have 

relevancy moving forward



Search Results Visualization



Featured Map Mash-ups



Mashing-up Federal-State-Local



Facilitate Data Partnerships
 Discover New 

Data Acquisition 
Plans

 Post Data 
Requests

 Contact Owners –
build partnerships 
and leverage 
investments



Notifications About New Data



Enable Web Map Services for a variety of 
viewers



Integrating with Data.gov













Acquire
Data

Participate

Data.gov Community of UsersCommunity of Suppliers

Efficiency Measures Effectiveness Measures

ConnectDiscover

Enable
Discovery

Enable
Use

Build 
Dataset

Publish 
Dataset

Data.gov - Information Value Chain



Concepts in discussion



Why? Web Ecosystem – Geo



Next Steps

 Catalog migration 
Geodata.gov – hosting through July 2011
 SOW

 Integration with Data Mgmt. System 
(DMS)
 Supporting Geoserach and search 

widget
 Visualization and GeoPlatform 

discussions



Questions?
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