
United States Interagency 
Elevation Inventory 



What is the Elevation Inventory? 

An index to the best 
available elevation 

data sets  
Includes topographic 
and bathymetric data 

Covers the entire 
nation and territories 

Incorporates federal, 
state, local, regional, 
and tribal information 
in a central location 

Provides key 
attributes about each 

data set 



How was it developed? 

Combine 
Existing Efforts 

• NOAA’s highly detailed regional elevation inventory 
• FEMA’s FY10 rapid assessment of topography 

Integrate and 
Update 

• NOAA & FEMA inventories fed into the USGS 
NEEA inventory.  USGS validated/added with 
liaison network. 

Integrate and 
Refine 

• NOAA further refined the database and updated 
the online viewer 



How will it be maintained? 

NOAA will annually 
update bathymetry info, 
maintain databases for 

the viewer, and annually 
ingest new information 

USGS will annually 
update topographic info 

through the liaison 
network 



Inventory Applications 
Raises awareness of and increases access to existing 

elevation data 

Provides information about data quality 

Gives direct access to data (where possible) 

Gives a regional view of data resources 

Can be used to identify data gaps 

Informs and can encourage collaboration on future collections 



 
 
 

www.csc.noaa.gov/inventory 
DEMO 

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/inventory
http://www.csc.noaa.gov/inventory


For more information: 

 
 

www.csc.noaa.gov/inventory 
www.csc.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/tools/inventory 

 
lindy.betzhold@noaa.gov 
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The Elevation Inventory 

What is it? 
• An index to the best available elevation 

data sets  
• Includes topographic and bathymetric data 
• Covers the entire nation and territories 
• Incorporates federal, state, local, regional, 

and tribal information in a central location 
• Provides key attributes about each data set 



How was it developed? 

• Combining existing efforts 
• NOAA’s highly detailed regional elevation inventory 
• FEMA’s FY10 rapid assessment of topography 

• NOAA & FEMA inventories fed into 
the USGS NEEA inventory 

• NOAA further refined the database 
and updated the online viewer 



How will it be maintained? 

• NOAA & USGS will update annually 
• USGS will annually update topographic info 

through the liaison network 
• NOAA will annually update bathymetry info, 

maintain databases for the viewer, and 
annually ingest new information 



Inventory Applications 

• Raises awareness of and increases 
access to existing elevation data 

• Provides information about data quality 
• Gives direct access to data (where possible) 

• Gives a regional view of data resources 
• Can be used to identify data gaps 
• Informs and can encourage 

collaboration on future collections 
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